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Editorial 

Afghanistan's Peace 
and Security Depends 
on Frontier Provinces 


After the coup in 1979, anti-government activities 
began first in frontier provinces of Afghanistan, such 
as Kunar, Paktia, and Herat, and expanded to other 
areas afterwards. These movements led to the 
collapse of the Najibullah government in 1993. 

If the Transitional Government wants peace and 
security in the country, it should note these points: 
Firstly, it should have total regulatory control of 
provincial resources, such as customs, forests and 
mines, and they should stamp out drug production 
and smuggling. 

Secondly, they should keep an eye on provincial 
government officials; all of them have had ties with 
neighboring countries during the past 24 years. 

The third point is similar to the second one, and 
concerns the tendency of provincial government 
officials to be influenced by policies originating in 
neighboring countries. The Transitional Government 
should note the points mentioned above. Certain 
officials in provincial posts are not cooperating with 
the Transitional Government. The latter ought to 
replace them and appoint honest employees instead. 

If the government adopts this approach, 
Afghanistan will be able to generate more 
income, obtain stability and increase security in 
the provinces. All these aims require honest and 
patriotic Afghans who have no ties to foreign or 
neighboring countries. Appointing Afghans with 
these credentials will stabilize the country, and 
brighten its future. 


20 Killed 


Inauguration of 
First 

Pharmaceutical 

Company 

Ariana, the first 
private pharmaceutical 
company, has begun 
production in 

Afghanistan, following 
President Hamid 
Karzai's call for 
improvement in 

medical care. This 
company began 

business with US 
$700,000 in start-up 
capital, and is producing 
20 different kinds of 
medical syrups. Ariana 
officials said that they 
plan to produce a variety 
of medication in pill, 
capsule and drop 
forms very soon. 


General Parvez 
Musharraf Invites 
Hamid Karzai to 

Pakistan 

General Parvez 

Musharraf, President of 
Pakistan, spoke to Hamid 
Karzai by telephone on 
Saturday. He reiterated 
his support for the anti¬ 
terrorist campaign and 
his support for the 
transitional government. 
He also invited Hamid 
Karzai to Pakistan, an 
invitation that was 
welcomed by the interim 
president. The two 
leaders also discussed the 
strengthening of 

Pakistani-Afghan 
relations. 


Operations 

Qandahar security officials 
and 1SAF have begun mop- 
up operations in Spin 
Boldak district. The 
spokesman for American 
forces in Qandahar said that 
20 rebel fighters were 
killed and one Afghan 
security official was injured 
during the operations. 

The rebels killed were 
supported by the Taliban 
and Gulbuddin Hikmatyar, 
who has declared Jihad 
against Americans. 

■ SAF warplanes are also 
participating in this 
operation, and have 
destroyed 20 cars and 20 
motorcycles used by the 
rebels. Hafiz Rahim, a 
well-known rebel 

commander,' escaped, while 
his three companions died 
in an exchange of gunfire 
with the ISAF. 

The American military 
spokesman said that they 
are searching the caves and 
have arrested many people 
involved with the Taliban 
and Al-Qaida, but that it is 
unclear how many rebels 
are still in hiding. 


More Than 100 
Tribal Leaders 
Arrested in 
Nangarhar 

Nangarhar security 
officials have arrested 
more than 100 tribal 
leaders. The tribal 
leaders are accused of 
cultivating opium poppy, 
and inciting people 
against the government 
for destroying their 
poppy crops. They are 
also accused of holding 
anti-government 
meetings. Hajji Hazrat 
Ali, head of the Afghan 
army in Nangarhar, 
warned people not to 
cultivate poppies, saying 
that they would face 
serious consequences if 
they decided to do so. 
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We have to earn for a living! 


No Ban on Wahdat irc to Train 
Cable TV in Commander Afghan Army 

U III 111 a. IIU CI The. Intpmntinnul R nr 


Qandahar 

Although the Supreme 
Court has banned cable TV, 
there are cable television 
operators currently doing 
business in Qandahar 
without difficulty. In an 
interview with Radio Azadi 
(Radio Liberty), Qhalid 

Pashton. the spokesman for 
the Qandahar governor, 
said that they do not ban 
programs that are not 
against Afghan culture and 
society. He added that it is 
not time for such things to 

be discussed, since 

Afghanistan is very 
backward and needs 

development. He supported 
cable TV programming and 
hoped it would be extended 
all over the country. 


Killed in Samngan 
Province 

Ghulam Nabi, a Wahdat 
faction commander, and his 
three bodyguards were killed 
during an exchange of fire 
with his political opponents. 
This took place in Darai Soof 
district of Samngan province. 
Government officials 
confirmed the killings, and 
called the incident a terrorist 
attack. Residents of the area 
said that the commander had 
fought with one of the 
Harakati Islami commanders 
a few days ago. Sardar 
Saeedi, a spokesman for the 
Wahdat Islami faction, said 
that they have sent delegates 
to Darai Soof to investigate 
the attack. 


The • International Red 
Crescent organization 
has announced that 
they are going to train 
the Afghan Army in 
the rules specified by 
the Geneva 

Convention. A 

member of this 
organization said that 
they have arranged 26 
workshops and 

meetings for Afghan 
military personnel. 
They have already 
scheduled 15 

workshops in eastern 
provinces of. 

Afghanistan, and they 
are planning to extend 
the program to all 
parts of the countiy. 
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Qandahar police 

officials said that 18 bus 
passengers were killed 
in a bomb explosion that 
took place on a bridge 
outside Qandahar city. 
However, the bus driver, 
who survived, said that 
there were only eight 
passengers on the bus. 
The exact number of 
victims is still unclear. 
Ustad Nazir Jan, a 
spokesman for the 
Qandahar police, said 
that the explosion, 
which was near an 


army base, was intended 
to kill security personnel. 
He added that they are 
investigating this 

incident. 

The spokesman for the 
Governor 1 of Qandahar 
said that they have 
arrested seven suspects 
in connection with the 
explosion. 

Three Afghan security 
personnel were killed 
when their car was 
destroyed by a land 
mine a few days ago. 


The New York Times 
writes that the US 
Department of Defense is 
going to send American 
police to important 
cities in Afghanistan 
to help improve the 
security situation. 

Last week, an 
American plane 

crashed in the Baghram 
area, and four 
American troops were 
killed. The American 
Forces confirmed this 
accident, the cause of 
which is still unclear. 



A Message of condolence from Pir Sayed 
Ahmad Gailani to George W. Bush 


President of the 
United States of America 
Washington D C 

Mr. President, 

In the name of the people of Afghanistan and the National 
Islamic Front of Afghanistan, I would like to express my heartfelt condolences to 
you and to the families of the victims of the tragic accident of the Space Shuttle 
Columbia. 

Sincerely 

Pir Sayed Ahmad Gailani 
Leader, National Islamic 
Front of Afghanistan 
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People Say: 

People were under the 
impression that they 
would * soon have 
electricity seven nights 
a week, produced by a 
government-owned, 
petroleum-fuelled 
generating plant. But 
now they only have it 
for three nights per 
week. Electricity is 
available for those who 
have money and power, 
but poor people have to 
suffer in darkness. 

People Say: 

People are spending 25 
percent of their income 
on taxi fares. Set fares 
have been published by 
the municipality, but 
none of the drivers 
adhere to these 
regulations, and instead 
they charge the people 
as much they wish. 
People Say: 

The Taliban and 
supporters of 


Gulbuddin Hikmatyar 
are reappearing in 
Ghazni province. They 
are publishing anti- 
government 
propaganda 

encouraging people to 
rise against the 
government. 

People Say: 

An assistant provincial 
governor was officially 
appointed for the third 
time, but rejected by 
the governor every 
time. So he called on 
some of his armed and 
powerful friends, and 
managed to take up his 
post by force. 

People Say: 

The Ministry of 
Transportation provides 
drivers with car 
registration papers right 
away, but only gives 
them vehicle license 
plates fifteen days later. 
Their colleagues, who 
are controlling traffic 


Fifteen Killed Head of the 
in Pakistani Jamat-e- 
Explosion Islamia is 


Fifteen people, including 
some children, were 
killed when a truck full 
of flammable materials 
exploded. The accident 
took place on the fourth 
of February in • eastern 
Pakistan near the Indian 
border. Sayed Ahmad 
Gul, a police officer, said 
that the area where the 
explosion took place is 
called Samarrial in Sial 
Koot district. The 
accident caused no 
financial losses. 
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Arrested 

Indonesian police said that 
they have arrested Mes 
Salamat Kastri, head of the 
Jamat-e-Islamia terrorist 
group He is also known as 
a terrorist head in 
Singapore He is accused of 
having links to Al-Qaida, 
and of being involved in 
terrorist activities in South- 
East Asia Indonesian 
intelligence officials said 
that they have arrested Mes 
Salamat Kastri on Pentagon 
Island, where he was trying 
to hijack an airplane. 
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intersections, 
benefit from this 
situation by fining 
drivers whose cars 
do not have 
license plates. 

Anti- 

Government 
Audio 
Cassettes in 
Khost 

Khost security officials 
have found some audio 
cassettes containing 
anti-government 
material. The cassettes 
were recordings of 
slogans, commentary' 
and songs inciting 
opposition to Zahir 
Shah and Hamid 
Karzai. 

These cassettes were 
produced by Sajad, a 
resident of Khost, and 
Noor Mohammad 
Waziri, a Pakistani 
citizen. The cassettes 
were imported from 
Miran Shah and Koita, 
Pakistan, and were 
being sold in the 
Abdul Hakim and 
Sami-ul Haq cassette 
shops._ 

In This Issue: 

(Dari and Pashto) 

1 - Interview with Pir 
Sayed Ahmad 
Gailani 

2 - Ammo river is 
suffering 

3- Custom income is 
wealth of the nation 

4 - Can 1SAF form army? 

5 - Drought can create 
many problems 

6- What the people say! 

7- Attention 

8- Special page for 
women 


Complaint of Herat 
Public Prosecutor 


George W Bush 
President of the 
United States of America 
Washington D C 

Mr President, 

On behalf of the staff of the Afghan Media Resource Center and 
Erada Daily, 1 express our deep sorrow and extend our heartfelt condolences to you and 
to all families of the victims of the disastrous accident of the Space Shuttle Columbia. 

Sincerely, 

Hajji Sayed Daud, 

Director, Afghan Media Resource 


Herat: 

Fazal Ahmad Paiman 
Sogwar. the Herat 
public prosecutor, has 
published a letter in 
which he complains 
about human rights 
violations and 

corruption in 

government 
administration. This is 
the first time that a 
jurist has openly 
accused the 

government 

administration of 


malpractice. One hundred 
copies of this letter have 
been distributed among 
government officials. In 
his letter, Mr. Sogwar 
mentions that armed 
people are unlawfully 
imprisoning residents of 
Herat. 

No government officials 
come out in support of 
Mr. Sogwar. It is said 
that he had written this 
letter after consultation 
with Ismail Khan, the 
Governor of Herat 
Province. 


Poppy Cultivation in 
Mazar-e Sharif 


Mazar-e Sharif: 

According to a recent 
survey by Balkli 
government officials, 
more than 60 percent of 
arable land in the 
province is under poppy 
cultivation. A report 
released by one of the 
publications said that 
people in northern 
provinces such as 


Badakhshan, Takhar, 
Kunduz, Samangan, 
Balkh and some of the 
central provinces, 
including Wardak, 
have planted poppies 
during their fall 
season. 

Cultivation of poppy is 
caused by importing 
aid wheat and other 
cereals, which has 
depressed market prices 
for these commodities. 


LakhdarIbrahimi 
Concerned about Security in 


Geneva: 

Lakhdar Ibrahimi has 
declared to the UN 
Security Council that 
Afghans may be 
returning to their 
support of the Taliban 
in some parts of the 
countiy. He said that 
activities associated 
with the Taliban are 
reappearing, and that 


some Afghans are 

cooperating with them. 

Ibrahimi stated that 

reports of this shift are 
becoming more 

numerous, and that 

efforts should be made 
to strengthen anti¬ 
terrorist activities. He 
added that Afghans a rr * 
concerned that the worm 
may once again forget 



Erada in fulfilling its 
role, which is to serve 
the country and its 
citizens. It now has a 
greater circulation in the 
capital and provinces. It 
has planed to take a big 
step in publishing and 
advertising in the 
country. 

Erada publishes 

announcement of the 
missing children, mental 
patients, assistance of the 
welfare NGOs. Red Cross, 
Ministry of education. 
Ministry of Martyrs and 
Disabled and Immigration 
affairs free-of-charge. 

Erada charges for 
publishing obituaries, 
message of condolence. 


and missing documents. 
Erada accepts 

advertisements from 
Government 

Administtations and 

Organizations at 50% 
discount. 

Erada publishes business 
advertisements, 
advertisements for 
publicity of the national 
traders internal and 
external NGOs with 30 % 
discount. * ; ' 

Erada also gives free 
advice in arrangement of 
the advertisements and 
pictures for them. 

Address: Parwan mina. 
Cinema Baharistan, Hajji 
Mir Ahmad Street, house 
U 95 


Three 

Explosions Near 
ISAF Base # * 

ISAF is investigating 
three explosions which 
took place near a German 
military base. ' The 
explosions caused no 
casualties or damage 
ISAF bases have been 
attacked in the past using 
bombs and rockets. Three 
people were arrested this 
week and accused of 
conspiring to attack 
American military 
bases. 


Five Killed in 
Nimroz Bomb 
Explosion 

Nimroz: 

Five people were killed 
and four injured this week 
in bomb explosion in 
Nimroz province of 
Afghanistan The 

governor of this province 
has blamed the Taliban 
and Al-Qaida for this 
explosion Some 

government officials said 
that the exploded bomb 
was buried years ago, but 
the Nimroz governor said 
in an interview with the 
BBC that the bomb was 
buried recently, and was 
planted with the intent of 
killing him. 


Bomb Blast 
in Karachi, 

Pakistan Kills 
One, Injures 

Seven 

A bomb, which was 
placed in a motorcycle, 
detonated in front of a 
trade market in Karachi 
on the third ol 
February. A police 
officer, who was at the 
scene, said that one 
person was killed and 
seven people were 
seriously injured. He 
added that they are 
investigating the 

incident, but that no 
ne has yet been 
rrested. The explosion 
estroyed a gas station 
nd some parts of 
Isurrounding buildings. 


Reminding: 

Erada 

publishes two 
pages in 
English every 
Thursday. 

Thanks! 
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